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Summary:  The Board of Regents and the City of Seattle adopted the CMP-Seattle 2003 in 
January 2003.  The CMP-Seattle 2003 identifies which areas of the campus to preserve as 
open space; establishes circulation patterns including internal streets, pedestrian pathways, and 
parking areas; identifies new building locations; identifies how the UW will manage its 
transportation needs and mitigate increased traffic; and determines how UW-related 
development will integrate with the University District’s adopted neighborhood plan.  The CMP-
Seattle 2003 envisions the construction of approximately 3 million square feet of development at 
68 potential sites on campus. 

 
For planning purposes, the CMP-Seattle 2003 divided the Seattle Campus into four different 
areas including the Central, West, South/Southwest, and East Sectors.  Each area is 
characterized by varying structures and uses and each area follows a list of objectives that 
represent ideas for future development.  The Development Capacity Re-allocation proposal 
would affect the West Sector which contains approximately 46 acres and is generally bounded 
by 15th Avenue NE on the east, the University Bridge and Roosevelt Way on the west (with 
some University properties extending further to the west), NE Pacific Street on the south and 
NE 41st Street on the north.   
 
The CMP-Seattle 2003 contains guidelines to guide development of campus development areas 
and the individual development sites.  The CMP-Seattle 2003 identified the West Campus as 
the area of campus with the most development opportunity and the area which may absorb the 
majority of new development over the life of the CMP-Seattle 2003.  The majority of sites 
identified in the CMP-Seattle 2003 for development of student housing facilities are located in 
the West Sector.  The CMP-Seattle 2003 specific objectives for the West Campus sector 
include:    
 
 Create new facilities that better define the form of West Campus, utilizing the grid of 

existing streets as the structure for buildings and open space; 
 Create a mix of uses that best serve the needs of the University and surrounding 

community; 
 Make better use of the Campus Parkway area by improving traffic and circulation, the 

quality of open space, and the image of the community and the University; 
 Strengthen connections to the Central Campus and South Campus; 
 Create more inviting campus edges and entrances; 
 Transform surface parking into structured parking; 
 Improve pedestrian and bicycle facilities and connections; and  
 Contribute to the achievement of the University Community Urban Center Plan. 
 

Discussion:  The Development Capacity Re-allocation proposal is intended to meet the current 
housing goals of the University and the City including improving and increasing the student 
housing stock and alleviating pressure on private off-campus housing stock within the University 
District.   Increasing the resident population of the area would improve the vitality of the 
University District neighborhood, enhance the urban environment and provide an improved 
pedestrian experience.    
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